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VOICE: Rae understood the power of language
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he worked as a professor in the
'80s and ’90s.

Friedrich saw Rae’s work at
school, as well as her medical il-
lastrations at Purdue Univer-
sity School of Veterinary Med-
icine 1n Indiana. He saw the
fruits of her graphic design
business and the newsletter she
edited that represented a local
chapter of the National Organiz-
ation for Women in Tippecanoe
County, Ind.

But Friedrich, 65, is most nos-
talgic about the work Rae did
late in her career, once she ar-
rived in New Jersey.

“When she really started
playing with computers and
saw the possibility of combin-
ing her fine-arts training with
design, that’s when she really
took off,” says Friedrich of .
Highland Park, who took his

current position as dean of Rut-

Rae’s work is in the
permanent collection of the
Ben Shahn Galleries at

. William Paterson University,
as well as the archives of the

National Museum of Women
in the Arts in Washington,
D.C., and in the Wood
Engravers Network archives
of Princeton University.

gars University’s School .om
Communication, Information
and Library Studies in 1998.

Rae seemed to view this work
as part of a critical transition,
as well. In an artist’s statement,
she said: “1 thought that the
computer art that I produced

(for my own pleasure and sanity-
- while working for clients) did

“ not qualify as ‘art’ — until the -
late 1990s when I first saw Bar-

. bara Kruger’s powerful prints:

" |t was only then that I stopped .

"THE ASTONISHMENTS RARELY
CEASE!" - NY Times

Todav at 3

Special 4th of July Week Schedute: .
Mon §; Wed-Sat 8; Wed & Sat 2; Sun 3
DISNEY'S

DEAUTY AND
- THE BEAST

New Starring All My Children's
"Jacab Young as Lumierel
Disnay Hotline: (212) 307-4747
Qutside NY/NJ/CT (800) 7854000
disneyonbroadway.com
Groups {154} 212-703-1046/800-433-3000
Premium Tickets Now Available
Tue- Sat 8, Wed & Sat 2, Sun 2
kunt-Fontanng Theatre (+), Bway & 46th St.

“JOYOUSLY PLACES US IN AWORLD OF
WONDER!" - London Financial Times

Today at3’

Special 4t of July Week Schedule:
“Wed-Sat B; Wed & Sat 2; Sun 1 &6:30 -

. DISNEY presents

TARZAN

Music & Lyrics by Phil Gollins |

' tarzanonbroadwav.com, - .

Disney Hotline (212) 307-4747
Outside NY/NJ/CT (800) 755-4000

Groups (15+) 212-703-1040/

 800-439-9000

~ Premium Tickets Available

Tue - Sat 8; Wed & Sat. 2; Sun 3
Richard Rodgers Theatre (+) B' way & 46 St

BEST MUSICAL
.. 2006 Tony Award Winner
- “THE CROWD GOES WILD!"
-New York Times
Today at 3

JEDRSEY BOYS

The Story of Frankie Valli
& The Four Seasons

- Tue. 7; Wed-Sat 8; Wed, & Sat. 2; Sun. 3
Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200
Groups (16+): 800-223-7565
JarseyBoysBroadway.com

August Wilson Theatrs, 245 W 52nd St

GOOD SEATS AVAILABLE!
Today at3
Special Holiday Perfarmance Mon at 8

WINNER! The Most Tony Awards Everl
TWELVE 2001 Tonys incl. BEST MUSICAL

“THE BEST SHOW EVER”

~ NY Observer
John Treacy Raoger
Egan Bart

THE PRODUCERS

the new MEL BROOKS musical

Visit Telecharge.com or call
{212)239-5800/(800)432-7250
Groups (212)302-7000/(800)677-1164
Tua 7; Wed-Sat 8; Wed & Sat 2; Sun 2
VIP TIX: B'way Inner Circle 212-563-2029
St James Theatre (+) 246 Wast 44th Street

“THERE IS SIMPLY NOTHING ELSE
LIKE T" -New York Times

Today at 3

Special 4th of July Week Schedule:
Wed-Sat 8; Wed & Sat 2, Sun 1 &6:30
DISNEY prasents

THE LION KING

Call the Disney Hotline: (212} 3074747
Qutside NY/MNJ/CT call: (800) 7554000
disneyonbroadway.com
Groups (15+}: 212-703-1040/80(~433-9000
Premium Tickets Now Available
Tue-Sat 8; Wed & 9at2; Sun3
Minskoff Theatre {+), Bway & 45 St

“Ahuge hit! Your'll Taugh yourself sillyl™
- Terry Teachout, The Wall St. Journal

Today at 3pm

THE WEDDING
SINGED

The Musical Comedy

Tugs 7; Wed-Sat 8; Wed & Sat 2, Sun g
Telecharge.com 212-239-6200/800-432-7250
Groups: 212-302-7000/800-677-1164
hitp/Avwwtheweddingsingerthemusical.com
Al Hirschfeld Theatrs {+) 302 West 45th St.

trashing my own work (both fig--
uratively and literally) and
began to explore juried-exhibi- ;
tion opportunities for my efforts:
in the ‘new’ medium. The posi-
tive reception has emboldened
me to develop my own tech-
nigue to see to use words and
1mages to point out the contrast
{and sometimes unresolved ten- .
sion) in words vs. deeds, sinis- :
ter vs. the sublime, fraditional
mores vs. modern practices.”

Once m New Jersey, Rae be-
came mvolved in the Printmak-
ing Council of New Jersey, as
well as the Rutgers Center for
Innovative Print and Paper, or
RCIPP, which is part of Mason
Gross School of the Arts. In fact,
proceeds from sales of Rae’s
work on view now at the Rabbet
Gallery in New Brunswick will
benefit RCIPP.

“I think she had one of the
strongest voices for change of
anybody I'd ever seen,” says
prmimaker Stephen Fox, a long-
time member of the Printmak-
ing Council of New Jersey. “She
was an activist. Her work exem-
plified her desire to see society
(be) a better place. She pointed
out inequities.” ] i

Rae’s work is 1n the perma-
nent collection of the Ben .
Shahn Galleries at William Pat-
erson University, as well as the
archives of the National Mu-
seum of Women 1n the Arts m
Washington, D.C,, and in the
Wood Engravers Network ar-
chives of Princeton University.

Gender 1ssues, politics and.
language seemed to form the
foundation of Raé’s printmak-
ng.

“She really loved langunage,”
says Friedrich, who met Rae in
1959 and married her in 1962.
“Her English classes were as
important to her as art-classes.
She really got into the power of
language.”

Their son, Bruce Friedrich,
36, agrees. ’

“She felt that language, art
and mathematics, which often’
has to do with systems, did go
well together. Each of her
pleces speaks volurnes without
requiring any additional text,”
he says, though Rae was hig on
weaving language and social ac:
tivism into her mmages. One of

‘Rae’s prints on view niow at the

Rabbet Gallery in New Bruns- |
wick features 152 “BU—SH—""
logotypes -~ one for each person
executed during President
George W. Bush’s tenure as gov-
ernor of Texas.

“Het entire being and her art
was a part of who she was,”
Bruce says. “Her life and art
both focused on comforting the
afflicted and afflicting the com-
fortable.”

More information about Rae’s
art is available by visiting
www.thistlewoodpress.com.

Laurie Granieri:
(733} 565-7333;
,,.,wqa:nm:@%;n%w H
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' specti\%e of the late nghland

two decades — many of them -
prints — hightights Rae’s ab_id— .
ing interest in the inexfricable

tics; gender and language:: "

charged, unflinching. Don’t
think Rae won’t get i your face
with a bold message or an cvert
political agenda, even with'a -
work as small and infricateasa
hand-cut black-and-white print
of what appears to be a home- -
less person rechmng among :.
boxes. The print is given the .
title “Who Cares?” Is Rae b1tter‘?
Or is she merely asking, “Who: -
will care for this soul on 'I’hlS -
street?”. . :
At the same tlme some of

Rae’s art is playful and ]aced
with a wry humor.

~ Her “Mahners in' the New
Millennium Series;” provoca- . -

‘ - From P, ”g_e'D_l i

Park artist’s. work from the last .:

1ink between image and text:: ..
- -and the tension between poli- .-

Rae’s work does not shrink - -
from sentiment: It is passionate, -

tive digital inkjet Work_s_'_depic':t_-

‘pieces by the late Erena Rae
- now-6h view at the Rabbet
' Gallery i New Brunswnck_

. cusp of_ somethmg 50 blg,

'Photoshop'pedimages fioa

T line,™ “Wlpe your-nose on your

in May, a sehior citizen in the:
- eyes of the U.S. government.

mg CHI‘]UUS ob]ects nesﬂed in:

handmade handkerchiefs; rehes -
* - ‘on contrast to good effect.

".One piéce déclares: “Chﬂdren s
. should be seen, sassy, and-

loud.” The proclamation is. Jux-
taposed with a delicate hanky
decorated with a buttexﬂy The
hanky enfolds a pair of eter-. -
nally grinning, decidedly sass-.

less and sﬂent Flsher Prlce ﬁgu—'-

rmes
ThlS isa Woman who was

1940s. She clearly knows and

has witnessed a certain version..

- could say Rae knows it so inti- .

... thately that she is the ideal per- BERE
. son to point an unmanicured: - _' e
- finger at this'brand of woman-=  ~
hood and to therefore subvert it

- something 5o big, so meaning-

. 'plcts a han peering through &

. prints an excérpt from Natalie
~ Babbit’s “The Horn Book™:

- born in Minnesota in the eariy s .
- to me,; and T'don’t feel’ very dif s o
- .- of femininity propagated i the - then,” Babbif writes: “It would
- pre-Betty Friedan 1950s: One.
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RAE Artlst s work is laced Wlthw humo- "

But the art" It’s hungry It's:
young — if “young” |mpi|es
raw and splrlted and on t

twisted adages such as “Pyst
your way to the front of the.

napkm or your:sleeve’’ and iy
you can‘t say. anything nice, sa
it anyway " Rae_’s Work is unaf

comphcatlons from Iung cance

Butthe art? it's himgry: T#'s.

young—lf “young” implies raw .’ L

and spirited and on the cusp of . -

ful, it makes your heart beat e
harder. One gets the feelmg Rae SR
was constantly on‘thecusp ofi’ =
somethmg big-arid meaningful

Rae’s 2000 linocit “Aging” d

camera. He' squints, sending a
vastnetwork of linesaround h
right eye, Next to him,; Raere:’
“My childhood is: very vivi

ferent now trom the way Ll felt.

appear T am‘the Very same pe
son, only w1th wrmkles e

Laurze Grame
- (732) 565-733 N
gramera@thntco R




